

ACROSS THE BAY OF NAPLES rise the twin summits of Vesuvius, a     day a black cloud arose from the mountain, accompanied by roars and

volcano still active. Until 79 A.D. no one dreamed that the gracefully     rumbles; there was an explosion that blew off the mountains top, and

sloping mountain by the sea was dangerous, and busy, populous towns,     such  quantities  of  cinders  and ashes  were  expelled  (hat   Pompeii  was

such as ill-fated Pompeii, were built close to its foot. Then one August     buried twenty feet deep, as excavations have since disclosed.